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limitations, risks and complications, and instructions for monitoring devices. Part 5
consists of a chapter on the care of the technologically dependent child. One
disadvantage of this partitioning is that aspects of a particular system are not always
covered in the expected section; e.g., cerebral death is covered in Part 1 and
therefore is not located in the "neurologic" section ofPart 3.
The editor has successfully assembled a complete text in terms of the breadth of
material presented; however, some recent work on the pathogenesis of certain
pediatric illnesses is not included. For example, the hypothesized roles ofinterleukin
1 in Reye's syndrome and in toxic shock syndrome are not mentioned. Those readers
seeking rapid, concise information may appreciate such omissions; readers seeking
additional information will find references accompanying each chapter. A thorough
index enhances the usefulness ofthis guide.
A Practical Guide to Pediatric Intensive Care is a helpful bedside resource. It is
recommended for pediatricians, critical care fellows, residents, medical students,
and PICU nurses as avaluable introductory reference to pediatric intensive care.
NANCY L. DINGOTr
MedicalStudent
Yale University SchoolofMedicine
EYE TRAUMA. Edited by Bradford J. Shingleton, Peter S. Hersh, and Kenneth R.
Kenyon. St. Louis, MO, Mosby-Year Book, Inc., 1991. 427 pp. $99.00.
Manybooks available to the ophthalmologist and emergency physician have small
sections devoted to ocular trauma, but there are currently few references available
that specifically and comprehensively address this subject. One goal ofthe authors of
Eye Trauma was to fill this void in the ophthalmology library. The authors have
achieved and surpassed that goal by compiling a group of the leaders in the field of
ocular trauma and elegantly blending their expertise to create this impressive
reference.
The contents are logically organized and appropriately indexed. The sections are
divided as follows: Section 1, Evaluation and Surgical Preparation ofthe Eye Trauma
Patient; Section 2, Anterior Segment Trauma; Section 3, Posterior Segment Trauma;
Section 4, Orbit and Adnexal Trauma; Section 5, Neuro-ophthalmic Trauma; and
Section 6, Injury Prevention and Medicolegal Aspects ofEye Trauma.
The chapters within each section are refreshingly short and focused. Rather than
overwhelm the reader with details and controversies, the authors present the
material with sufficient information, while maintaining readability. Each chapter
then ends with a listing of specific and current references, to allow the reader to
obtain further details.
Another distinguishing feature of this text is the judicious use of simplified
drawings, which allow the reader to visualize and comprehend the material pre-
sented more easily.
The shortcomings of the book are few, if any. The unnatural separation of color
plates from the appropriate chapter makes it difficult to refer to them. The use of
multiple "expert" authors creates an occasional redundancy between some chapters
with overlapping subject matter. The only other criticism is a relative lack of good
summary tables or paragraphs that might be particularly helpful in a trauma
situation.422 BOOK REVIEWS
Overall, this outstanding text should soon become recognized as the definitive
reference for the diagnosis and management ofocular trauma.
EDWARD LEONARD MCNELLIS
DepartmentofMedicine
St. Vincent'sHospital
Bridgeport, Connecticut
BASIC FACTS FOR BASIC SCIENCE. By Radovan Zak. New York, Raven Press, 1990.
258 pp. $29.50. Paperbound.
The tall, narrow shape ofBasic Factsfor Basic Science suggests that perhaps the
author intended that it be put into the pocket ofone's lab coat; perhaps not, but this
book is certainly appropriate for the shelf of any laboratory and for the office of
anyone who reads the biomedical literature. The book offers a small, handy refer-
ence, covering many of the areas necessary for understanding and performing
research experiments.
The first chapter is a list of commonly used Greek and Latin prefixes, as well as a
list of word roots from which many biomedical terms are derived. The second
chapter, "Computational Essentials," is a reference for mathematical principles,
including algebra, geometry, trigonometry, and basic calculus. It includes a (rela-
tively) extensive discussion on the use oflogarithms. There is an excellent section on
"Curves Commonly Used to Fit Biological Data," which discusses not only the
properties of the various types of curves, but some of their common biological
applications (e.g., a saturation curve as a hyperbola and as a Scatchard plot). Finally,
the chapter contains a section which covers basic statistical principles and terms, as
well as an overview ofvarious statistical tests.
The third chapter is titled "Dictionary ofPhysics and Physical Chemistry," but it is
actually more ofa mini-encyclopedia, as terms are explained, not merelydefined. For
example, the "definition" ofcentrifugal force is a full-page discussion of the theory
and the formula for its calculation, covering its use and derivation from the basic
equation F = ma.
"Chemistry" is the fourth chapter. The section on inorganic chemistry primarily
reviews nomenclature. The organic chemistry section deals with the structure and
nomenclature oforganic chemical groups andbonds. The chapter alsocovers organic
chemistry reactions. Fortunately, an excellent index is provided within the chapter.
"Dictionary of Molecular Biology," the fifth chapter, offers relatively detailed
definitions of molecular biologic terms. For those who completed their formal
schoolingbefore the recent explosion in the field ofmolecularbiology, there is a brief
but in-depth introduction, covering the basics of the DNA molecule, genetic struc-
ture, and gene expression.
The sixth chapter provides a listing of animal taxonomy, with alphabetical lists of
both common and scientific names. At the end ofthe chapter, there is a useful set of
tables giving the values of important physiologic parameters in species commonly
employed for scientific experimentation.
Chapters 7, 8, and 9 are reference lists for commonly used abbreviations and
symbols, aswell as the units and conversions ofphysical, chemical, and measurement
quantities.